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Hope for region 
Sir, - The news that an agreement 

has been signed to buy 
Corus's Teesside Cast Products 
plant in Redcar is what the 
North-East region has been crying 

out for. 
We have a vested interest in 

the wqi_being of the region and 
the wcrk of a registered provider 
#oes \pvond the nrovision of 
housing, involving the delivery 
of many vital community-based 
services which include tackling 
financial exclusion, unemployment 

and worklessness. The 
mothballing of the plant has 
created a significant adverse effect 

to this aim, with the loss of 
1,600 direct jobs. 

Since January, Coast & Country 
has been working with partner 

organisations including 
statutory, voluntary and stakeholder 

bodies, to help alleviate 
the impact of the plant's closure, 
but we can now look forward 
with renewed hope based on 
the knowledge that the Thai 
steel company, SSI, has signed a 
memorandum of understanding 

to buy the Redcar site from 
Corus. 

IAIN SIM 
Chief executive, Coast & Country. 

Redcar. 
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Steel workers 

A "TERRIBLE, dark time" for 
North-East steelmaking is apparently 

at an end after a Thai company 
confirmed it was set to buy 

Corus Teesside Cast Products 
(TCP). 

Sahaviriya Steel Industries 
(SSI) and Corus have signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
paving the way for a £320m deal 
and steelmaking restarting at the 
plant near Redcar next year. 

The signing signalled the end 
of a traumatic period for TCP 
workers, which saw the plant 
mofhballed in February. 

More than 1,000 employees 

hope that 'a 
terrible, dark 
time' is over 

by Owen McAtoer 
owen.mcateer@d^t. co.uk 

have left the plant since then, but 
SSI president Win Viriyaprapaikit, 
who joined Corus chief executive 
Kirby Adams in signing the agreement, 

confirmed that the 700 
steelworkers remaining at the facility 

would be kept on should a 
deal progress. 

Although a final deal has to be 
signed, the fact that SSI has been 
locked in talks with Corus for a 
year, coupled with the fact it has 
already made plant visits, gives 
tremendous cause for confidence 
it will go ahead. 

Both companies said they 
hoped to conclude a sale "as soon 
as possible". Mr Viriyaprapaikit 

said: "Yes, the 700 existing employees 
will be offered jobs on the 

same terms and conditions as 
they are currently on, according 
to UK law. j 

"In terms of offering new jobs, I 
would have to sail that is too early 
at this stage to give a definite 
number, but we are hopeful that 
we will be drawing on die skilled 
workforce on Teesside." 

Corus Long Products director 
Jon Bolton said: "I am obviously 
delighted with the announcement. 

It is not a done deal but a 
significant step." 

TCP multi-union chairman 
Geoff Waterfieldsaid the area had 

been through a "terrible, dark 
time". i 

"I am partly Still in shock and 
getting fleeting moments of absolute 

euphoria," he said. "We 
have been up and down so many 
times and it is smarting to sink in." 

He added: "I have never 
stopped believing we would start 
making steel on Teesside again." 

Mr Waterfiekd travelled to Thailand 
in May after Mr Viriyaprapaikit 

agreed to meet a NorthEast 
delegation of union leaders 

and MPs in Bangkok. 


